- * ” 


» © INTERSPERSED WITH 


POLITICAL OBSERVATIONS, 


3 
1 


ON THE 


PRESENT STATE OF IRELAND. 


By MATTHEW WELD, Es 


„ BARRISTER AT LAW, 


. — — 
&, RETINET. Qs QUIR}TES QUAM Vo0BIs 
© TANQUAM HEREDITATE M MAJORES VESTRI RELIQUERUNTe« 


- 


* 


CICERO. 


Remember, O my friends, Tax Laws, Tux RIGHTS 
The generous plan of power deliver d down 
From age to age, by your renown'd forefathers, 
So dearly bought, the price of fo much blood, } | 
O let it never periſb in your hands / 
But piouſly tranſmit it to your children, 
* ADDISON'S Aro. 


D BLI. 


PRINTED BY J. MOORE, 45, COLLEGE-GREEN- . 


— — * "4 
- 


„ 0 


CONSIDERATIONS, 


_ 


- 
U 


— 


1 — 
* 4 * 
3 * 
1 J © : 


: 
/ 


RIGHT. HON. JAMES FITZGERALD, 


5 


7E INCORRUPTIBLE FRIEND 
or HIS COUNTRY; 


WHO NOBLY AND DISINTERESTEDLY PREFERRED, THE 
INDEPENDENCE or IRELAND, _ 
TO SELF AGGRANDIZEMENT + 


SETTING FORTH AN EXAMPLE, 


ruar π ] VENALITY ab APOSTACY be 


| ADMIRE any VINMERATE; 


} 

: ' 
2; F, | 
A 
| 

| 

| 

| 


THESE PAGES ARE INSCRIBED, 


\ 


. 


By him, who, as incapable of Untruth, as he 
| Has the Honour to remain, : 
« With every reſpe, 
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. following Pages; were not origi- 8 
nally intended for public, view, Written at 
different times, partly as relaxation from 
more ſerious ſtudy, and partly with the 
intent of poſſibly beholding the queſtion of 2 
Union in a new point of views, and then 
retracting an opinion warmly ſupported, as 
perhaps raſhly adopted 3. 7 but the reyerſe 
has been the reſult—for the cloſer; the in- 
veſtigation, the more the ſubject s deli- 
berated ;. the greater the oppoſition of every 
well wiſher to Ireland. I have now been 
induced to change my intention, and to 
preſent theſe ConsiDERATIONS” to 
the public; not from the Vain preſump⸗ 
tive expeQation of diſcuſſing the-ſubje&t 
with as much ability as has been already 
Om NE: oni but from two cir- 
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Fan the kn, 1 
(which 1 learn from authority 1 cannot 

Aͥ sede) of the meaſure in the enſuing 
Seſſion of Parliament, and the fond, Per. 
haps delufive' hope, of proviny | 
ble inſtrument of aroufing tl the J / 
poſition of the genius and energ ET 
. Country. © Here let not the Unioniſt far= 
4 caſtically me, but remember while” he 

5 : be. "himſelf in his conſequence, ' how 
often affiduity,. and perſeverance have ac- 
dom pliſhed, what power, and might hdve 
 defpiſed—how humble, in intereſt and in 
ſttength. and yet how final i in ſucceſs l ns. 
Hitle means that broke the Lions cre and 
reſte fored "yr noble animal to freedom 
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into, nor a * choſe arguments that have 
been already urged againſt the meaſure here 
recapitulated (as far at leaſt as could be 


avoided): at being the ſecond to reſiſt. the 
downfall, of my County, as it is to me 42 


moſt pleaſi ng reflection, (though I- Awe 
the cauſe,) ſo it is my moſt anxious wih, 
to ſee ſo unwarrantable an attack, at length, 


either prudent] y abandoned on che part from . 
whence it originated, or 5 510 an- e 


ee e 
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Before 1 conclude theſe preliminary res 


marks, I will be permitted to obſerye, that 
although. e perhaps faſhionable, 


it has been to deprecate the profeſſion or 
the Law. interfering i in political diſcuffions,, | 
that however true this poſition may be in 
theabſtraQ, (which is by no means admits, 
= yet that there are periods when the 


ſtate is in danger and it behoves every man 
to protect as far as he can, the common weal.” 


3 Sraxcer talker Sie ts firſt, 
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| When this is Fo on the cond 
_ peo 1 Mrmmbaay: on tlioſe whoſe _ 


|| - _ » knowledgeof the conſtitution and the laws; 
| | is ſo cloſely interwoven, the one emanating 
. - the Lex Scripta, (or Statute Law, ) at leaſt 


from the former, to ſtep forth in defence 


: were the profeſſion to look on with indif- 
"11 _ ference (which they have not) at the ab. 
18 „ i rogation of the conſtitution and the ap- 

paellant juriſdiction fo nobly afferted and ſo 
| gloriouſſy obtained in 1782, and 1 cannot . 
LA conclude without expreſling. the confoling 5 
45 "Wt that as the bar of Ireland have. Fer 
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| and the laws, & may A bright © exam- 
ple and cxalted principles, | ever animate 


men „ ͤ= . rs Green 
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orf both? Strange then indeed i it would be, T 
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A r bas now: revolved ſince the pro- 
; poſition of a Union has been deliberated in 
the Parliaments of Great Britain and Jre- 
| land; CO forward in à ſeaſon of Iriſh 
/ a rebellion and foreign invaſion, 
n, had defolated © a country, 
almoſt afraid to know itſelf ; breathleſs from 

__  Inteſtine diviſions, and exhauſted from the 
__  fatigues of war: Butundifmayed:by thee di 
couraging circumſtances, the natives of Ireland 
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3 to England. This was the moment, When as 


5 it were to. take the country by furpriſe, and 
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Was ſtolen into an addreſs of thanks to the 


Viceroy be people on all fides ſtruck with. 
terror, beheld the meaſure with aſtoniſhment EE 
and abhorrence. But the genius of the 
| conſtitution interpoſed, and the parricidal wea- 
pon rebounded harmleſfsly to the arm that 
aimed the blow. One Hundred and Eleven 
true to their delegated truſt, with another 
ib» Miltiades at their head, defeated the haughty 
and preſumptuous project. The friends of 
5 Ireland then hoped tlie meaſure for ever at reſt, 
for it is an eſtabliſhed rule, that no meaſyre 
will be purſued by the miniſter, that has not 
at leaſt two-thirds of the houſe to ſanction it, 
and it is alſo a (principle in the conſtitution, 
that the third eſtate, (or the repreſentat ive of _ 
it,) ſhall, not directly or indirectly, interfere _ 1 
or influence the free voting of the two other Z 
eſtates, ( the Lords and Commons,) but in this 
too, the country was diſappdinted, as the * 
ſeſſion wag unconſtitutionally, through reſpect, a 1 
I will not ſay infultingly>cloſed, by the recom- I 
mendation of a meaſure ſo Rigmatized to the 
ſame body that had oppoſed it; in this more 
reſembling the dictating manifeſto of à con- 
| quering general, than the conſtitutional ter- 
| . mination® of 2 nen, ſeflion, - I now 
EO EN, 20 9600007%, B9K degdl, 
ni You are no longer a Parliament tell you, you are 
( ; no 
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proceed, as I have defigned' to ene this: 
great queſtion politically and*confiitiutionally,: 
which will naturally encircle, fone 3 * 
et rene be. 


P 2 


Thar in a me of. fuck kigh moment 
the, ſurrender and, annihilation of the 
Kiſh Parliament, all the people of Ireland 
are materially concerned, is 2. propoſition | 
ſo true and ſo ſelf-evident, I thiok, that it 
will be freely and readily. admitted by all.— 
But it may be replied although Wwe admit 
that in this queſtion, the people of Ireland are 
concerned, yet the people of England are 
likewiſe equally concerned, for it is they that 
are to admit deputies from Ireland in caſe of 
Union into their houſes of Lords and Com- 
mons.” 1 reply the people of England cannot 
be equally concerned —all Ireland is conterned 
and every thing dear to Iriſhmen—England' 
may be partially, but. not equally concerned? 
But all Ireland is more intereſted'in- it, than 
even all reren for it is n that 1 Is de. 


5 3 


no 10 a Parliament.” as 4 Ukurper Cromwell, | 
juſt before he gave the ſignal for the foldiecy to enter and 
diſſolve Parliament. 3 | 7 
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manded to ſacrifice as 2 Vaion pray: fling 
that conittutivn, 


ke ſervata fer Aunor, | | 


„ That we have beci in poſſeſſion of n of: 
14 ſix hundred years * ſo that if the illuſtrious 
epoch of 1782 had never taken place, we have 


| l [ab right from the agreement of Henry II. and 
T7 the Charter of Henry III. as well as from the 
af fundamental principles of true freedom, to a 


reſident Parliament. The Magna Charta of 
the Third Henry here alluded to, is more an- 
tient by eight years, than the Great Charter 


\ 


FH of Liberty, + granted by the ſame ere 0 E 


to the Engliſh nation. But here, perhaps, it 
will be objected to me, OT what avail are 
TEE Parliament 


80 early as Henry the Second's VER it appears from 
the authority of the hiſtorian, Matthew Paris, as quoted in 
Molineux's Ireland, p. 23 and 33, that a Parliament or 


anno 1172, it is agreed between Henry II. and the peopte 


immunities, and be governed by: the ſame mild laws, both 


4 ther, © the freedom of Parliaments to be held in Ireland, as 
' they are held in England.“ | | 
{I . + An antient copy of this Magna Charta of Ireland, is 


to be found in the Red Book of the Exchequer, Dublin.” 
Molineux's Ireland, p. 28. 


Grand Council of the nation, held at Liſmore in Ireland, 
of Ireland, that they ſhould enjoy the like liberties and 


H civil and eccleſiaſtical, as the people of England,” and fur- 


RD. © 9 iv 
N iament rolls, they cannot bini miſtceitys , 
if the People, or if the Parliament withontithe 
People agree to a Union, every difficulty is 
done away.” I reply, if the charters of anti- 
quity are conſidered in ſuch a light, ag being 
revocable at pleaſure or caprice, frail and, in 2 
ſecure indeed i is the Britiſh conRitution.}. * 
the Britiſh laws are held by 2 periſhablote- 5 
nure! in ſuch a caſe. no people can have 4 
guarantee for their rights and libertięs , nor 
can thoſe who attempt to over - rule this ob-, 
jection, offer the ſanction of ſecurity, and per- 
manence for the fulfillment of the articles of 
that Union they ſo ſtrenuouſly ſupport, (yere | 
that abominable proje& to ſucceed,) the terms 
of it may be violated, and conſidered; 28 1% 
much muſty. parchment and here I muſt. 
obſerve, that to thoſe very charters that ſome 
may affect to deſpiſe, our cities and corporate: _ 
bodies are indebted for their rights and im- 
munities, Liberty for her introduction into 
Europe, and Learning for the diſpelling the 
darkneſs of the middle ages. To return; it 
is further anſwered, although Parliament may 
conſent; it will not bind the People -and 
although the people conſent, that it will not 
bind poſterity.—— I will for a moment ſup- 
poſe the majority of the people ſhould conſent 
C-- and 


* 


Js re 1 


and-entirely agree to the Union, yet the re- 
mainder who do not agree to this innovation 
and national degradation, are not obliged to 
follow their example, conſequently they are 


i | not bound. when they do not give their con+ 
ſent, and even were that obtained it would 


niot be binding, as ſuch ſubjection is ſubver- 
ſive of the law of nations, a breach of the fun- 
Aaamental compact of ſociety,” as it is violatorx 
if © of the law of God, who granted liberty alike. 
Al: to the ſons, of men hence it-is evident, that 
ſince the preſent generation would not be 
„ bound by it, poſterity could not, nor be de- 
11% _ prived of that, liberty that is the right of all; 

i if the preſent generation do not revere and 
ſuſtain the conſtitution of their anceſtors, how 
[ can they ſuppoſe that their children and poſ- 
i terity will ſanction a Union, weakly adviſed, 
and wickedly adopted, when they will have 
eſtabliſhed the dangerous precedent . of over- 
turning with the ſpirit of innovation, that 
11s which has been the work of * INES 
"1 to be __— 


I 1 now come to conſider the right of Parlia- 
— ment to enact an Union. — Parliament have 
H no right to annihilate the Parliament? Have 
i j | the Lords en No—— The Lords Spi- 
1 | ritual, 


— 


we non Tan 1 3 . 
ritual, or the Biſhops cannot reſi ign, alen FIN 
much lefs annihilate their rights and privileges 
that muſt be handed over unimpaired to their 
 ſuccefors, the chief or principal of which is 
- fitting as Lords or Barons of Parliament in the. . 
legiſlature,” for they are ſeverally confidered © - 
by the laws as a corporation ſole, the indic. ©. 
penſible eſſence of which. is perpetuity, —The 
Lords Temporal, have they the power? no, 

_ - they are the hereditary counſellors of the 

= crown, and by virtue of the words of their 
creation, by writ or king's letter, are ſum- 
moned to attend the Houſe of Peers, and it 

is held not only to them, but their Heir; and 

as they cannot loſe their nobility but by death, 
(when infanter it devolves to the heir) attaint, 

or degradation, ſo neither can they reſign or 
annul that right that is in them inherent and 
nn N 


8 The 4 Ob of the Houſe A = 
They are the truſtees of the nation, as they 
_ cannot reſign their ſeats in the Commons 
_ Houſc,” ſo neither can they betray or reſign . 
that truſt for which they were returned to 
Parliament, if they do, they betray their 
= © conſtituents and diſlolve themſelves. — 


1 Price on | Civil Liberty. S 7-060 
2 Thus 
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Thus kave I proved, that the Lande Spiritual. f 

and Temporal, and Commons in Ireland, as 
it were, maintain a perpetual ſucceſſion, 
and enjoy a kind of legal immortality.” It 
is true, however, at the ſame time, that they 
| have power—much power, although it does 
not extend either to ſelf-deftrution, or the 
overthrow of the rights and liberties of the 
i people. For inſtance, they make new, re. 
yoke, and reviſe old laws but they cannot 
deſtroy their truſt they are the truſtees of 


the national liberties, nor can they, hence de 


jure, annihilate themſelves. I ſhall here quote 
ſome authorities to prove, that the omnipo- 
tence of Parliament is oftentimes miſunder. 
* The omnipotence | 
of Parliament ſignifies nothing more than 
the ſupreme ſovereign power of the ſtate, 

« or a power of action uncontrolled by any 
« ſyperior; in this ſenſe, the King in the 


Rood and miſquoted— 


* exerciſe-of his prerogatives, and the Houſe 
of Lords in the interpretation of laws, are 


all omnipotent ; that is free from the con- 
- © troul of any ſuperior provided by the con- 
<«« ſtitution;“ * than this nothing can be more 

raanifcd, the cuſtom of Fm the ulage | 


* Blackſtone's S by E. Cbriſtias, Eſq; bar- 


riſter at law. Note 12. vol. TOs London edition, 


F * of - 


* 


| | - Fe | | 
; %* — 


of the Lords * 8 the: Sneaker of 


both, houſes, in recurring to precedents, am · 


ply proves that there are certain rules or laws 
Parliament they muſt conform to. But not 
to reſt this on my own authority, I ſhall quote 


the obſervation of a conſtitutional oracle of the 


law, Lord Chief Juſtice Holt, ſays, * + That 2 


the authority of Parliament is from the law; 


6 and as it is circumſcribed by law, ſo it may 


*« be exceeded; and if they do exceed. jet 
« legal bounds and authority, their acts are 


5 wrong ful and cannot be juſtified, any more 
< than the acts of private men.“ If then they 
are obliged to conform ta the laws of Parlia- 
ment, of neceſlity | 98 cannot e the 


Parliament. 


I ſhall now adduce another EA". 1 
celebrated Dr. Price. Nothing can be more 


«« abſurd, than the doctrine ſome have taught b 


vith reſpect to the omnipotence of Farlia- 
ment; they poſſeſs no power beyond the 4. 
<« mits of the truſt, for the execution of which. 
« they were formed; they contradict this, 


«© they betray their canſtituents- . diſſalve them. 


« ſeluet; and the celebrated Locke who 


Wh iſ Salkbeld's Reports, 550. REA 
Price on Civil Liber tg. 
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N wrote on government, ita} the lime 
words nearly+ as Price, but as I have quoted 
im on a former occaſion, I ſhall not now re- 
1 peat it. From theſe authorities I am juſtifi- 
cd in poſitively denying the power of Parlia- 
| f ment. Should they enact a Union, it would 
be, ab initio, nugatory to ſpeak legally, it 
VI would not be law ; there are bounds 1 
N which the Parliament cannot paſs. But to il- 

| - luſtrate this argument—man was formed a free 
agent an intellectual being with the faculties 
of thought and reflection the powers of loco 
Ii motion, &c. and dominion given him over 
[2 all the animals that dwell on the earth or the 
waters. But at the ſame time bounds were 

ſet to this power, that ſaid © thus and no fur- 

[7% ther ſhall you go,” that command that ex- 
al prefles, thou ſhalt do no murder,” alſo ſays, 
<« thou ſhall not commit ſuicide.” In the ſame 
manner when the Parliament or Grand Coun- 
''' cll of the nation was formed, it was endowed 
with great powers and privileges, and formed 
for the advantage of the governors and the 
governed; but ſtill it was found neceſſary to 
enforce the attendance of members of Parlia- 
ment, by the ſanction of chat eſtabliſhed law, 


1 Vide, Locke oa Government, b. 2. c. 19. f. 216, TY 


is, 19, 20, ad finem. 
j that 


ERS 


that declares, ce A member of the Laine can · 
not reſign his ſeat in Parliament, was it the 
ſpirit of this law that, that enormous power 
which was denied ſeverally, ſhould” be given 
collectively? if then that power of ſelf an- 
nihilation, and even the leſſer power of 
reſigning a ſeat is denied to a part, it muſt 
appear ſelf evident, that it is implicitly denied, | 
to the whole, for this would be annulling that ; fo. 
which is the ſource of all written law; and: | 
deſtroying that very end, which to N 
Parliament was inſtituted· 


* = c 
. k 7 


Is theres any Howe that will take upon bim- | 
ſelf to aſſert, that Parliament has a right (of 
itſelf) to prolong itſelf, as was the caſe in 
1648, when the Houſe of Commons came 
to the reſolution, that whatever is euact- 7 5 
ed, and declared law, by the Commons 
„ of England, aſſembled in Parliament, hath 
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ſtrangers! if ſo, they may account for our 
feelings at the ſuppoſition, however remote, 
of having our conſtitution diſlolved. and 
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| ſeduced and unawed by hopes, fears; ome, | 
and threats; the virtue and patriotiſm of the 
nation was great—* f in the ſenate or upper 
« houſe, there was a majority of only fix; in 
the lower houſe or aſſembly of the nuntios, 


' & hut one ſingle vote in favour of the meaſure,'* 


G. e. the partition of Poland) and yet this 


ever to be lamented nation fell—great and ho- 


nourable even in that downfall, not inferior to 
the intrepid patriotiſm of the Spartans and 


Athenians, when led on by Leonidas, they 
fell covered with wounds in defence of their 


country ! 2 1 a 7 * A 


The late unhappy a: religious and 
political in Ireland, have long pointed out her 


weak fide to the Britiſh miniſter, and it was 


not his intereſt to terminate, however it might 


have been his inclination to havecncouragedand 
fomented them: the ſeaſon of rebellion and fo- 


reign invaſion ſeemed to point out irreſiſtibly to 


him, the propitious epoch for enforcin g Union! 


when theſe were put down, and the neceſſity 


for a military reinforcement was eſſentially 
done aways every tide brought | in troops, am- 
munition, &c. but the enigma on the enſuing 
ſeſſion was ſhortly! unriddled by the pooch from 


_ F Bee Cox on the partition of Poland, &c; 
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the 
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the throne,. when Union w as at la aſt d iſcloſed 
to the Parliament !—1 | know w Uh 9.208 DWP 5 


rican war, this country was let e 


ſelf, when it was nobly defended! Oy, 1 . 


ous volunteers, that FR ep 3erions preſimn 

ouſly have dared to calu aid op 4 1128 
ber in the Weſtmoreland abe 5 
country was left to providence and itſelf 5 0 
paration, regency,” as pretences 0 16 ln 9 pref.” 
ſive Union were not then 17 8 "AR" 9218 3 
ceive and entrap a brave an ati Haticff. 
At the latter period a to, . Mr: Pitt Had. 


not, as he bas now the power 15 e ele 
part of the nation, or one kingdom agaihlf the 


other; he could not then d deceiv Mt Ky 7h | 
he attempts by holding _ forth older ölen 


to both countries; England he 17 SOT 8 | 


reimburſed the expences of Dy Kück e LA” 

tous war, by this ſyſtem. of 1 505 Ve taken 
ing the Iriſh after Union, 2 4 e the 
the merchants of Cork ad ae Pap! 


| ſures, an Union will open the gol arr 


the world, they are to become the emporvutf{d 
of the empire, in excluſion even of London, 
Briſtol, and Liverpool!!! chile the premier 
infidioufly whiſpers the merchants, traders, 


and (manufacturers of England, © Make not 
1 N uneaſy or diſcontented, thoſe 
L ©« dreams 
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E J 
& dreams of gain and commercial advantages 
* are held forth to cajole Ireland, and induce 


her to accede to Vnion,—lſoftly don't 


6 murmur or waken her from thoſe viſions 
« of bliſs ſhe never can enjoy. The Union 


© accompliſhed, feat not - you ever have been 


e and are my firſt con ſideration be not then 
© under any apprehenſions—if commercial ad- 
“ yantages are promiſed, or even conceded to 
Ireland, be not alarmed, the inſtant the 


Union obtained, before Ireland could enjoy 


£ the advantages held out, (and ſhe cannot 


enjoy more than ſhe has at preſent). Send 
< petitions from all the different manufactur-— 


< ing towns, &c. to the Commons Houſe of 


e the empire, (if there ſhould happen to be one 


ce after Union) and I will promptly and cheer- 
e fully acquieſce to the prayer of your _ 
* tion, by a majority of five againſt one! the 
te proportion of Britiſh Wen againſt the 
ry A of the Iriſh province.“ 

As I bave ſpoken a the unhappy irreligious 
diſſenſions in the country, I think it not un. 
neceſſary to remark, that the Scotch Union, 
(although different in every other feature and 
circumſtauce of time, conſtitution, &c.) was 
in a great degree brought about by means 
| | of 


EN | 
of the population of Scotland, unhappily differ- 
ing in religion, which ſo weakened Scotland 
by the diſſenſions, jealoufies, attendant there-- 
on, that the nation was unable to reſiſt col- 
lectively, what individually they diſapproved b 
and deteſted, Union !—this in corroboration : F 
of the example of Poland proves the imperious- 5 
neceſſity of unanimity in a ſtate. - IF THE-PEO-. | ] 
LE OF IRELAND WERE . UNANIMOUS, THEIR 
VO1CE-MUST, PROVE DECISIVE. NO MINISTER- 
HOWEVER | HARDY, OR HOWEVER POWBRFUL,: 
DARE OPPOSE THE WILL OF FIVE M1LL1ONS: OF- 
PEOPLE. | 
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Before I conclude this topic, I will be per- 
mitted to obſerve, that at this very moment 
the miniſter is playing off his old game of 
« divide and govern,” divide et empera. Can 
any circumſtance more ſtrongly prove the du- 
plicity of tbat miniſter whom duplicity has 
long marked as her own, than the detail 
of the articles of Union preſented to the 
Britiſh Houſe of Commons in January laſt? In 
one part (reſolution v.) he obſerves, the church 
of Ireland, &c. is to remain as at preſent by 
law eſtabliſhed, and yet in another place he 
. promiſes as a kind of bribe in futuro, that they 
are in a few centuries to become a great people 
from forſooth the poſſibility of the fourth a 
L 2 ar 


Ne eee e 2 
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or fifth generation being emancipated (17 


What is this but ſaying to the Proteſtant, © 1 
« will by artifice and deception bring you over 
4 as the advocates for Union, holding out baits 
* to enſnare you, and aſſuming that as certain, 
that would be revocable by the imperial, mon- 
« grel Parliament“ and to the Catholics it is ſay- 
ing, Keep yourſelves quiet, three millions 


of people do not be uneaſy ; do not dare to 
« oppoſe me in my preſent ruling paſſion, and 


«.very poflibly, if you forbear, in another 
« king's reign when a few centuries ſhall have 
„ paſt, As 1 REALLY DO NOT KNOW WHAT; RE- 
& LIGION * THERE OUGHT TO BE IN IRELAND, 
4e when 1 ſhall no longer be miniſter and - qui- 
* etly inurned as which of you all will not? 
« You may then conſole yourſelves in your 
« graves, by the reflection, that ſome of your 
“great, great, grand children are enjoying 
„ that emancipation in the Imperial Parlia- 
„ ment, to which the Britiſh Parliamentary 
« Teſt Oaths, of Supremacy and Abjuration, 
„and the King's Coronation Oath are a bar; 


*The words of Mr. Pitt, in his never to be forgotten 
fpeech in February laſt, printed in Dublin by his Majeſty's 
printer, and gratuitouſly diſtributed through all the counties, 
cities, towns, and hamlets in the Canin for the /o/e purpeſe, 
no doubt, of !aming the wild Iri 


ce hut 


IF 
c but wherewith' 1 deceived, betrayed, and 
(c cajoled vou! oh were ever falſehood, 


deceit, flat tery, and duplicity f ſo combined, fo 


apparent, or ſo. audacious ? 
Monſtrum, nulla, virtute eee ne 
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þ allow me to aſk, can you rely, or | 


after an Union conceive that your inclina- 
tion, much leſs your intereſt, will be attend · 
ed to by the Britiſh Parliament, that very 
Parliament that on the 4 2th: Febr uary, 1779. 
although it was inſtructed of the determined 
antipathy and decided oppoſition of the people 
of . Ireland, and of their repreſentatives,againſt, 
Union, yet ſtill perſevered and went thereon, 
into a committee, which was carried . againſt 
the people of Ireland by a majority of one, 
hundred and twelve! Can you expect lefa 
than you have experienced antecedent to the 
Union? A majority. againſt YOu. i 236 te 


After this diſcloſure of treachery, what pal / 


lation have the Union terroriſts now? do they 
think with imperial Cæſar * that if good faith 
<,and juſtice are to be violated, let them be 
« violated for the glory of conqueſt, and of 
« empire.” Wicked and malignant aflump-. 
tion but reſt aſſured my countrymen (be 
neither deceived, cajoled, or intimidated,) that 
you can place no reliance, much leſs confidence, 
5 "» were 
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were the wicked meaſure.of Union to ſucceed, 
on a nation that by that very propoſition, vio- 
lates the articles of the Scottiſh Union, and com- 
mits, in limine, a breach of her plighted faith, 
ſolemnly eſtabliſhed by the king, the Houſes 
of Lords and Commons, in both countries, 
in 1782.—Can Ireland then be ſo loft to reaſon, 
reflection, or common ſenſe, as to credit the 
fooliſh aſſertion that this proffered violation of 
honour, on the part of England, is done to 
ſer ve Ireland? oh! too credulous, and eaſily 
duped nation—No—no—latet anguis in herba 
a deep and baſe project lies hid beneath this 
fame Union !—Remain not then unfeeling or” 
unconſcious of this daring and inſolent attack 
on your liberties, in the manly tone of Iriſh-' 
men however diffonant to miniſterial organs, 
undaunted by the force and powers wherewith 
he is armed, firmly tell the miniſter, who now 


„ attempts to enthrone himſelf in irreſiſtible 
=_ power,, by means of Union, that though bar- 
. barous and uncivilixed, you know not how to 
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crouch as ſlaves! that though by terror, force, 
and bribery, he may perhaps for a ſhort i in 
terval, enforce a Union, yet that by con- 
tinued force and bloodſhed, it muſt be per- 


8 petuated—that a Union, compleated under 
bes the auſpices of 100,000 bayonets, while 
5 it reflects indelible diſgrace on the ſtate en- 
i forcing 
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forcing it, cannot prove permanent, but wilt 
neceſſarily carry with it, filence not acqui- 
eſcence, terror not conviction. It behoves 
you then, vigilantly, nay inceffantly to watch 
over your conſtitution—for the baſe project 
may be brought forward, and the unwary blow 
may be ſtruck, when it WAS unforeſeen ad 
qr ner 5 ds 


As you love your country, never ſuffer it 
to be enſlaved—inculcate theſe maxims into 
the youthful ideas. of your children, and let 
them be handed down to poſterity; place 
Carthage fallen by internal baſeneſs and cor. 
ruption ; Poland deſtroyed by bribery, fraud, 
and force of arms; Switzerland by ungene- 
rous conqueſt and thirſt of Empire; before 
their virtuous minds: and let theſe melancholy 
inſtances of the abuſe of power, of human 
perfidy and injuſtice, ſtand forth to the pre- 
ſent and to future ages, the laſt awful moments 
of nations degraded. and enſlaved ! preſerve 
then your country from the vortex of Union ; 
oh ! preſerve it as you regard its peace, and 
revere its future deſtiny—let no conſideration 
induce you by wilful perjury to abandon that 
conſtitution, that you have ſworn on the al- 
tars of your country, to defend—reje& and . 
reſiſt an Union—accede not to terms—any 
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terms are .baſe—all terms are. baſe - they are 
infamous — they are diſhonourable they are 
unjuſt - you cannot accede to them! let not 
then the example of apoſtacy corrupt you, if 


in the cauſe of their country any can prove 


apoſtates! let not intreaty - the bonds of love, 
relation, or friendſhip induce you power, 
controul - bribery, overcome force or threats, 
intimidate—or hopes or fears, perſuade you 


to acquieſce. It has been proved to you, the 


Parliament of Ireland has no right—the Par- 
liament of Great Britain has no right—the 
Parliaments in conjunction have no right— 
the majority of the Iriſh people, no right 
even that all the people of Ireland have no 


right to enact Union or bind themſelves, 


much leſs poſterity! it is your duty to 
oppoſe it - you owe it to your anceſtors, from 
whom you received your conſtitution, (“ the 
price of ſo much blood” ) pure and undimi- 
niſhed you owe it to your country, to whom 
you are accountable - to yourſelves, who have 
but a life intereſt in it to your children for 
whom you are the guardians of it to poſte- 
rity for whom you are the truſtees - and to 
your God, from whom you received your 
liberties, WHICH YQU. CAN NEITHER ABANDON 
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